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Introducing the Grassroots Academy

Outstanding Renewal Enterprises d/b/a The Lower East Side Ecology Center (LESEC) is a community based non-profit 501(c)(3) organization that has been serving the waste reduction, stewardship and environmental education needs of New Yorkers since 1987, through:

(1) Providing recycling and compost programs to supplement existing NYC curbside programs;

(2) Developing local stewardship of public open space;
(3) Increasing community awareness, involvement, and youth development through environmental education programs.
We believe that that all three objectives will help New York City to become a more sustainable City and that strong environmental leadership is key to this challenge.  Women and children are often those most impacted by environmental degradation—both locally and globally.    Although environmental leadership is a complex global issue, efforts to address it need to begin on a local level, with capacity and leadership development through support and education to increase awareness and understanding.

As a direct response to expressed needs of grassroots women, the Lower East Side Ecology Center (LESEC) has launched a pilot women’s environmental leadership program, the CSD-15 Grassroots Academy as an innovative approach to gender equity and women’s leadership through knowledge-sharing, mentorship, research, and multi-sector dialogue.  

In order to strengthen grassroots women’s participation at the upcoming U.N. Commission on Sustainable Development 15th Session (CSD-15), the Lower East Side Ecology Center has formed a collaborative partnership and have developed an initiative that will culminate in a 2-day CSD-15 Grassroots Academy for international grassroots women and their supporters. 

The United Nations Commission on Sustainable Development (CSD) was established in 1992 and is the first international commission on sustainable environmental policy.  CSD meets annually in NYC, and focuses on providing policy guidance for key international environmental policy at all levels.  At last year’s Commission, grassroots participants expressed frustration about the technical nature of the sessions.  Furthermore, due to limited opportunities for exchange between sectors (i.e. scientists, policy makers, educators, and grassroots activists), large-scale processes such as CSD often end up being exclusive to “experts” in respective sectors.  We aim to facilitate the effective participation of grassroots women at CSD-15 to ensure that their experience and knowledge influence the formation of policies that will affect their daily lives.

The CSD-15 Grassroots Academy, which will be held in NYC on April 26th and 27th, 2007, combines local knowledge and resources with international dialogues and policy development and has great potential for replication.  Our approach is unique in that we combine policy development and hands-on training initiatives.  Strong connections to both local and international resources give us an innovative opportunity to create changes.

Participants in the Grassroots Academy will be comprised of grassroots women and their supporters who are registered for CSD-15, which is held at the United Nations headquarters in New York City. Registrants for this year’s Academy come from all over the world, from Nepal to Haiti, Philippines to Cameroon, Kenya to California.

The "Academy" has been well received by communities and sectors throughout the globe.  Most of the preparatory work for the 2007 Academy has been done through volunteer efforts of young women in NYC.  Furthermore, experts from agencies such as the United Nations Development Program, NASA Goddard Space Institute, Women’s Environment and Development Organization, the Huairou Commission, GROOTS International and many more have volunteered their time to help support this innovative Academy.
After five years of developing and implementing environmental education programs at LESEC, the Director of the Grassroots Academy Program, Tara DePorte, was a select member of the inaugural Master’s program in Climate & Society from Columbia University and the Earth Institute. Tara is on the United Nations Gender Expert Roster, served as one of the founding members, U.N. Liaison and Regional Coordinator of Women’s Global Green Action Network, is a part of numerous international networks supporting grassroots environmental work, and has worked for many years in leadership development and education. Tara continues her work at Columbia by leading hands-on laboratories for Columbia University’s graduate students, including, developing a new graduate class in Spring 2007, on “Gender and Natural Resources”. DePorte’s experience-base brings extensive outreach methods, contacts, teaching experience, and educational tools to the Grassroots Academy Program.

 For more information, please go to http://www.LESECUN.org which contains program information, “look books” of participants and experts, thematic documents, audio recordings, photos, and presentations of each of our preparatory training sessions.  For other questions, please contact:
Tara DePorte

Program Director

+1(212) 477-4022

tara@lesecologycenter.org
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