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CSD-15 Grassroots Academy

Contact Information:

Tara DePorte, Program Director, Lower East Side Ecology Center

+1(212)477-4022 

tara@lesecologycenter.org
March 27, 2007

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

On April 26th and 27th the Lower East Side Ecology Center is holding its first GRASSROOTS ACADEMY in New York City.  Women from local colleges and universities will co-facilitate the two-day network and knowledge-sharing event, which will prepare participants – global grassroots leaders – for this year’s Commission on Sustainable Development (CSD) at the United Nations.  

In past years, women from grassroots organizations – particularly from developing parts of the world -- have found that their concerns are not being addressed at the CSD. With the help of partners and supporters, organized by Program Director of the Lower East Side Ecology Center, Tara DePorte, developed the 2007 Grassroots Academy to help address these concerns.  With co-sponsors, the Huairou Commission, and using some methodologies developed by GROOTS International, the CSD-15 Grassroots Academy was developed in collaboration with the grassroots representatives, women leaders of NGOs, UN and sustainable development experts, and women students from New York City colleges. 

Students from CUNY Hunter College, CUNY City College, New York University, the New School, and Columbia University have been preparing for the event since October. They have attended training sessions with scientists, policy experts, grassroots leaders, and other professionals in the field of environmental development.  As co-facilitators, the local women will provide outreach material and promote dialogue between the grassroots organizations and experts in the fields of in climate change, sustainable energy, industrial development, air pollution, and UN and CSD structure.  

The agenda for the two-day intensive sessions includes networking opportunities within the different CSD topics, a sharing of grassroots experiences, training in environmental governance, review of realistic policies and expectations, navigating the UN, and unifying the separate goals of different groups.

To find out more information, please visit the project’s website at www.lesecun.org or the Lower East Side Ecology Center’s website at www.lesecologycenter.org.  
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